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August 2018 News from the Missouri Mid-South Conference 

Lydia in Today’s World from Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, MMS Conference Minister 
 

This week I share the scripture from which I preached this Easter season: Acts 16:11-18. It is the 

stories of Lydia, the Slave Girl, and Paul. I chose this passage as my spiritual companion while I 

processed the #MeToo Movement. The more I wrestled with this story, I realized these characters 

speak to us today. Lydia reflects what we have been identifying as White Privilege; the Slave Girl 

reflects the persistent Truth-Telling of Black Lives Matter; and Paul reflects the patriarchal power 

that gets annoyed with the persistent voice of the Slave Girl. I invite you to wrestle with this sacred 

story and how it informs our sacred story today as the Missouri Mid-South Conference.  

Blessings, Ginny 
 

Rev. Doug Anders joins MMS Staff Working with Committees on Ministry 
 

Rev. Douglas Anders is contracted to be our Conference Staff liaison for 3 of our 4 Committees 

on Ministry for the next three months. Rev. Anders is a retired Conference Minister of 8 years in 

the South Central Conference. He oversaw 5 Committees on Ministry during his tenure. Before 

becoming a Conference Minister, Rev. Anders served as Pastor of Calvary UCC in the St. Louis 

Association, where he served as the Chairperson of one of the St. Louis Association Committees 

on Ministry. Rev. Anders brings immediate knowledge and experience of COM ministry from all 

aspects of this important ministry. He will work with Ginny, Tyler, and the COM Covenanted 

Ministry Team during this short-term ministry. Thank you, Rev. Anders 

 

OCWM Helps Churches in the Search and Call Process 
 

“Remember to stay open to the Holy Spirit,” Search and Call Steward the Rev. Jane Fisler Hoffman 

advises search committees she works with. Jane is one of 8 stewards serving as resources to 

Missouri Mid-South churches calling a pastor. 
 

The modest stipend and mileage reimbursement budget for stewards is funded by contributions to 

Our Church’s Wider Mission. Chris Bach, Columbia UCC’s search committee chair, appreciated 

the regular contact and step-by-step advice Jane provided. Jim Gephardt, St. Peter’s (Washington) 

search chair, agreed that Char, their steward, was a key support throughout their process, especially 

with ‘getting our ducks in a row and doing the profile.’ 
 

The Rev. Rick Oberle, called to Columbia UCC, notes that Columbia is expressing its gratitude 

for the conference’s search-and-call support by increasing its 2018 OCWM pledge 20% over 2017. 

Rev. Hoffman sees the process as a total team effort involving the interim pastor, search 

committee, candidates, conference staff and stewards. For her, serving as a steward is a natural 
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extension of her prior calling as a conference minister. She finds developing the profile to be 

especially rewarding for a congregation. “It’s their time to revisit what it means to be the church,” 

she says. 
 

Rott Foundation aids MMS Churches Through the Cornerstone Fund 
 

We are excited to announce that the United Church of Christ Cornerstone Fund is now the 

Administrator of the Rott Foundation—a foundation that exclusively supports the enhancement of 

ministry within the Missouri Mid-South Conference of the United Church of Christ. 
 

In 1969 Henry and Sadie Rott, members of St. Lucas UCC, St. Louis, established a fund in order 

to financially support the development of churches throughout the Missouri Mid-South Conference 

of the United Church of Christ. 
 

In October 2017, the MMS Conference Council voted to transfer the oversight of the Rott 

Foundation to the UCC Cornerstone Fund. The low-interest rates and flexible amortization 

schedule will continue to be offered to all MMS churches. These loans will continue to be 

administered only for MMS Churches. 
 

Since 1993, the UCC Cornerstone Fund has supported more than 625 local United Church of Christ 

churches and affiliated agencies with more than $200 million in financing. 
 

If you have any questions about the Rott Foundation or any other financing or investment option 

from the Cornerstone Fund, please contact us at 888-UCC-FUND (822-3863) or via email at 

info@cornerstonefund.org. 
 

Boundary Awareness Training for Authorized Ministers 
 

The Associations of the United Church of Christ authorize those ministers who serve in settings 

within the Associations. One of the requirements to maintain that authorization is the successful 

completion of an approved boundary awareness training event no less than every three 

years. Below are the 2018 Boundary Awareness Training events of the Missouri Mid-south 

Conference of the UCC. It is open to all but it is intended to serve as a way to satisfy the 

requirement of all authorized ministers to get such training at least every three years. 
 

This year’s dates are as follows: 
 

St. Louis Association BAT 

October 13, 8:30 am registration, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm training - Location TBD  

Rev. Mark Robinson and Rev. John Allen facilitating. 
 

Eastern Association BAT 

Fall date TBD 
 

Western Association BAT 

October 12, 8:30 am registration, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Salem UCC in McGirk, State Road K, 

McGirk, MO 65055, Rev. Collette Jones facilitating. 

 

For more MMS Conference news and happenings go to www.missourimidsouth.org 

http://www.missourimidsouth.org/

