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1865-1895  Rev. John Feil 
The Rev. Feil organized St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Church in September of 1865, with only three or 
four men attending the early services.  The first 
church was located at 1015 Walnut Street, Kan-
sas City, MO, and was one of the four oldest 
German Evangelical congregations in the new 
western territory.   
 
Due to church growth, a new church was built at 
14th and Oak Street, dedicated on May 6, 
1883.  Seven days later the new church was 
completely destroyed by a tornado.  Another 
church was immediately built on the same site.  

1895-1925  Rev. John Sauer 
The Rev. Sauer succeeded Rev. Feil in 1895.  In 
1904 a home next to the church was purchased 
and two deaconesses were installed patterned 
after the Deaconess Society of St. Louis.  The 
deaconess project was later abandoned so that 
greater support could be given to a growing 
German American Hospital, now Research Hos-
pital.   Rev. Sauer was also instrumental in the 
development of the Retired Minister’s Home 
(now Blue Springs Terrace), built to provide suit-
able housing for families of retiring ministers.   
 
With the shift of population to the east and 
south, the church purchased and built a new 
church at the corner of Linwood and Benton 

Boulevard.  The new church was dedicated on 
August 3, 1924. After 30 years of service, Rev. 
Sauer resigned on October 2, 1925.  Until his 
death, Rev. Sauer continued his activity in civic 
and charitable affairs, dividing much of his time 
between Blue Springs Terrace and Research 
Hospital, both of which he served as Director 
and President. 
 
1926-1943  Rev. Silas Bittner 
Rev.  Bittner was called in 1926 as the third pas-
tor of St. Peter’s, serving until 1943.  During his 
tenure the Evangelical Synod of North America 
and the Reformed Church merged with St. Pe-
ter’s becoming “St. Peter’s Evangelical and Re-
formed Church” in 1934.   
 
Different Fellowship groups were formed.  In 
1927 the women formed the Mary-Martha Soci-
ety with the desire to organize a society to fur-
ther mission work.  Although small in number, 
Mary Martha continues to meet the 3rd Thursday 
of every month at the church.  In 1928 the men 
of St. Peters organized a bowling league that at 
one time was recognized as the oldest league in 
the city.  A Dramatic Club was organized, staging 
many plays and musicals, including “The Broth-
erhood Follies”. The 50/50 club, a group for 
young married couples with growing families 
was formed in the 1940’s.  The name was select-
ed to emphasize the fact that in its program the 
men and women would equally share in all activ-
ities.  
 
Since its founding, St. Peter’s had been recog-
nized as a German Church in the communi-
ty.  The language of the founding fathers had 
been German so it was only natural that the lan-
guage of the sanctuary and its services would 
also be German.  The use of the English language 
had already been introduced many years before 
in both the Services of Worship and Sunday 
School, but it was not until Pearl Harbor in 1941 
that the congregation officially abandoned the 
use of the German language in all services and 
societies.  Dr. Bittner resigned in January of 1943 
to take up his new responsibilities as Chairman 
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of the Board of the Evangelical Church Board of 
Pensions and Relief. 
 
1943-1965  Rev. Robert Kienle 
Rev.  Kienle was called in 1943 as the fourth min-
ister of the church, serving until December of 
1967.  He was instrumental in establishing a 
scholarship fund available each year to any de-
serving young person seeking a seminary educa-
tion.   St. Peter’s continued to provide scholar-
ships to and Eden Seminary student for many 
years.  Several of its own members attended 
seminary school, including Gary Loethen in 1981 
and Denise Tebbenkamp in 1986.     
 
Several other significant events happened under 
Rev. Kienle.  The congregation voted in favor of 
the merger of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church with the Congregational-Christian Church 
in April of 1948.  And, in September of 1961, 
voted to change the official name of the church 
to St. Peter’s United Church of Christ. 
In 1954 another group of young married couples 
was organized, calling themselves the Double 
Ring Club.  It continues to meet on the 2nd Friday 
of every month.  
 

 
 
1968 - 1988  Rev. Charles Stevens 
The Rev. Stevens was called as senior pastor in 
February of 1968 and served the congregation 
for 20 years before resigning in December of 
1988.  Within a year of celebrating its centennial 
anniversary, the congregation decided to relo-

cate to its present site at 110th and Holmes in 
south Kansas City.  Pastor Stevens guided the 
congregation through the decisions associated 
with the building program and the bonding of a 
changing congregational membership. The first 
service in the new facility was in February of 
1970.   
 

 
 
In 1988 St Peter’s joined a three-church federa-
tion, along with Central UCC in Jefferson City and 
St. John’s UCC in Springfield, to purchase Camp 
Aurora from the Missouri Conference of the 
UCC.  Youth continue to attend the camp pro-
gram at Camp Aurora every summer. 
 
1989 - 1992  Rev. Gary Bryant 
Rev. Bryant started his ministry at St. Peter’s in 
September of 1989.  It was during his tenure 
that a Stephen Ministry was organized.  The Ste-
phen Ministry equipped and empowered lay 
caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—to pro-
vide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered 
care to people who are hurting.  
 
 
 

D-18 



St. Peter’s UCC, Kansas City, MO – 150 Years 
 

 

1994 - 2000  Rev. Anton Jacobs  
Rev. Jacobs introduced the sharing of Wednes-
day evening Lenten suppers and services with 
Red Bridge Christian Church. 
2003 - present   Rev. Jody Furnas-Wright 
St. Peter’s continues its long standing tradition 
of service for the community.  The church con-
tinues to sponsor a monthly mission program, 
and is a 5 for 5 congregation.   In 2008 the 
Community Assistance Council at Red Bridge 
Food Pantry opened at St. Peter’s.  The pantry 
provides food to approximately 28 families each 
month and is run entirely by volunteers from St. 
Peter’s and other churches in the Red Bridge 
community. 
 
The long standing tradition of the arts at St. Pe-
ter’s also continues.  Rev. Wright introduced the 
Giant Puppet Nativity, a family service on 
Christmas Eve, and has directed the St. Peter’s 
Players through several plays and musicals.  St. 
Peter’s also was one of the first congregations in 
the Kansas City area to introduce a Blessing of 
the Animals. 
 

 
 
 

 

Another major milestone was made when St. 
Peter’s became an open and affirming congrega-
tion.  With joy, our first inclusive (and legal!) 
marriage service took plan on March 21, 2015. 
 
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ will be cele-
brating its 150th Anniversary this year!  The an-
niversary celebration will kick off with a “150 
Days of Sharing” Pentecost worship service with 
a Jazz Trio on Sunday, May 24, 2015 at 10:00 
am.   Because of the rich history of serving our 
communities, we want to focus on this tradition 
as a way of celebrating the church’s first 150 
years. We are hoping that at least one church 
member, friend, or the church as a whole does 
something each of the days, and post what was 
done on a big display in the Narthex.  The week-
end of September 5 and 6 is a Homecoming Cel-
ebration with informal gatherings on Saturday, a 
special worship service on Sunday and a picnic 
after the Sunday service.  The weekend of Octo-
ber 10 and 11 will feature a banquet on Saturday 
evening and a special worship service on Sun-
day.  Everyone is invited to join us in the celebra-
tion!   We worship every Sunday at 10:00 
am.  Come early and join us for fellowship prior 
to the worship service! 
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