
SHANNONDALE COMMUNITY CENTER REPORT 

Greetings to all.  Well another year has gone by us; time is something mankind cannot control.  As I am 

writing this note to our Missouri Mid-South family, the memories are dancing across my mind.  The past 18 

years have raced by and I have seen many changes in our conference and many new faces.  I have seen 

friends pass away and have welcomed new friends into our loving arms.  I have been blessed to raise my two 

sons’ in a safe and Godly place called Shannondale.  One memory that comes to mind is after only 3 days of 

living here, my wife Laurie heard for the first time a screech owl in the backyard.  She jumped out of bed and 

looked at me and said, “Where on earth have you brought us.”   That’s when I knew there was no other place 

like Shannondale.  I have created such great memories for myself and my family, and for the hundreds who 

have visited this great space.   

Shannondale has changed a little since 1929 when we first started.  Some changes include no more goats 

roaming our hills and instead just a Goat Barn that is one of our buildings for lodging.  The old school down 

the road is not full of K-8th graders anymore, but is now full of church work groups, family reunions, college 

forestry groups, and many craft campers.  So change can be a good thing.   

Most of you know that Shannondale Community Center contains 4,000 acres of red and white oak hardwood 

trees.  We are the oldest tree farm in the state of Missouri.  We harvest timber each year and this helps to 

maintain the forest, and this is one thing that has not changed over the past 50 years.  Shannondale has and 

always will be a good steward of the land.  Our mission here is to preserve God’s creation.  Some folks may 

not remember that at one time the Ozarks was covered in short leaf-pine and oak.  When America moved 

westward and built the new towns a lot of the lumber came from the Ozark Mountains.  So in the 1920’s, the 

hills were pretty bare.  And that is why Shannondale was established.   

We are teaching the folks of Shannon County, the state of Missouri and the nation on being good stewards of 

the land.  I have always looked at this idea and thought it was an AWESOME task.  Teaching about God and 

Creation and how we are each called to carry out this mission.  I truly believe this land is only ours to love and 

tend.  So at the beginning of this note I said, “Mankind cannot control time” but we can change the events of 

the future.  Carbon Credits is a new phrase for many of you.  I never heard of it 3 years ago myself.  And now 

after many months of study and research, we truly have a great plan for not only Shannondale and the 

conference, but for the entire country as well.  We are helping to clean and filter the air we put into our lungs 

with each breath.  Each tree that is growing on our land is cleaning the air for you.  Man continues to release 

his toxins into the air and our trees are helping to correct this problem.  I truly believe this is our NEW 

mission.  This may be the entire reason why the Shannondale tree farm was located here in the first place.  

Some of you may think this is a great idea, but then ask the question of why we continue to harvest the trees.   

In order to maintain a healthy forest, we must harvest a number of trees each year so renewal and change 

occur.  And just like our forest, our conference continues to renew and change. 

During our gathering this year, we are here to answer all of your questions about Shannondale, Carbon 

Credits, our land, our trees, and anything else you ever wanted to know about Shannondale.  So, WE the 

Missouri Mid-South Conference of the UCC are truly doing mission work by maintaining a healthy forest and 

cleaning the air for our present and our future.  Come and see for yourself.  We are still doing God’s good 

work.  Teaching and caring for God’s land.   

Peace and Blessings to you all,  
Jeff Fulk, Shannondale Minister/Manager 
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