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Annual Gathering, June 4-6, 2015  

 

WHEREAS the Easter faith celebrates the triumph of life over death, of love over evil, and reminds us 

of the promises of redemption held out to all of humanity; 

 

WHEREAS the death penalty denies the power of God’s redemption and forgiveness and repays evil 

for evil rather than modeling alternatives to wrongdoing; (Romans 12:17) 

 

WHEREAS Jesus, himself an innocent victim of state sanctioned execution, forgave those who carried 

out that execution and taught love of enemies; (Mt. 5:43) 

 

WHEREAS the death penalty focuses on retribution, even vengeance in spite of God’s claim of that 

right (Romans 12:19);  

 

WHEREAS the General Synods of the United Church of Christ have repeatedly (the seventh, ninth, 

eleventh, twelfth and subsequent…) declared opposition to the death penalty and named its failure as 

restorative justice (a means of justice that makes healing possible for both perpetrators and families of 

victims); 

 

WHEREAS the death penalty has been shown to fail as a deterrent---states with the death penalty 

consistently show higher murder rates per capita than states without the death penalty 

(http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/) ‘ 

 

WHEREAS there is well documented evidence of racial and socioeconomic disparity in the application 

of the death penalty, as well as inadequate legal representation of death row prisoners; and 

 

WHEREAS the arbitrary administration of the death penalty has led to 150 exonerations of innocent 

persons sentenced to death since 1971, most recently December 9, 2014 in Ohio and it cannot be fully 

known how many of the more than 1000 executions since that time (1971) have included innocent 

persons; and 

 

WHEREAS the state of Missouri has executed 15 individuals since November of 2013, approaching 

the number in Texas; and  

 

WHEREAS state sanctioned executions reinforce and exemplify the dangerous culture of violence 

permeating our nation and state; 

 

WHEREAS in the midst of a violent world, the lament of Jesus that we would “know the things that 

make for peace” challenges us to move beyond such instruments as the death penalty to bring about 

true justice, healing and reconciliation; and 

 

WHEREAS Missouri citizens are poorly informed about this escalation in executions and the religious 

community has been largely silent about this matter; and 

 

C-17 

http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/


Resolution for Submission – Abolishing the Death Penalty 
 
WHEREAS advocates for alternatives to the death penalty hold deep sorrow for the families of murder 

victims, many of whom oppose the death penalty because the process prolongs their grief and does not 

provide healing or ‘closure’; and  

 

WHEREAS advocates for alternatives to the death penalty do not seek release of dangerous persons 

into society but rather ask that there be opportunities to encourage their spiritual and personal growth 

and redemption within a confined setting; 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Missouri Midsouth Conference of the United Church of Christ at its 

Annual Gathering in Columbia Missouri June 4-6, 2015 convey to the Governor of Missouri , the 

Attorney General of Missouri, the Legislature of Missouri and the Missouri Supreme Court our urgent 

appeal for immediate cessation of executions and action for Moratorium on the death penalty in 

Missouri, during which study and education can take place with the goal of abolishing the death 

penalty; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The Missouri Midsouth Conference make study materials 

available to its clergy and congregations to grow understanding of the important issues related to the 

death penalty in Missouri ; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Social Justice Commission of the Conference provide 

information relating to advocacy on this issue to the members of the Conference; and 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that we as individual members and congregations of the Missouri Midsouth 

Conference of the United Church of Christ prayerfully seek God’s justice and peace on the death 

penalty and act accordingly. 
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