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St. Johns Evangelical United Church of Christ, Mehlville is celebrating 175 years of grace and mission.  St. Deutsche 
Evangelische St. Johannes Gemeinde Zu Gravois Settlement Missouri was founded in 1838 by newly arrived German 
immigrants.  They were living in a wilderness farming community, a day’s journey south of St. Louis, known as the 
Gravois Settlement.  The newly formed congregation had been gathering for worship in member’s barns for a few years.  
Rev. Wendelin Wall of Holy Ghost Church in St. Louis would occasionally make the long trek from St. Louis to the Gravois 
Settlement to lead worship services.  Rev. Louis Nollau arrived in St. Louis in 1837 with intentions of traveling further west 
to be a Missionary to the Native Americans in the Oregon Territory.   He was been sent to North America by the Barmen 
Mission Society in Germany.   The other Missionary he was to travel with to the Oregon Territory  became ill, and died in 
St. Louis.  Rev. Nollau received permission to remain among the German settlements in the region.  Together with the 
fledgling congregation of 16 families at the Gravois Settlement, they founded what is now St. Johns in 1838.  In 1839, the 
members of St. Johns built the first church, made out of logs, followed by a log parsonage.    

 
Rev. Nollau invited evangelical pastors from 
the region to come together to get acquainted 
and work together in 1840.  They gathered at 
the St. Johns parsonage, and formed the 
“Kirchenverein des Westens,” thus establishing 
the Evangelical Synod of North America.   Rev. 
Nollau was legendary in his zeal for mission; 
he was instrumental in founding and nurturing 
many German evangelical outreach missions.    
The congregation has been actively involved in 
the larger church throughout its history.  
Mission work is central to the life of St. Johns, 
from the earliest days to today, and will be for 
many years to come.    

 
Over the years the congregation and community grew.  St Johns was instrumental in the establishment of several sister 
congregations including St. Paul, Oakville, St. Lucas, Prince of Peace and St. Phillips, all in St. Louis.  The name of the 
St. Johns congregation evolved as the Evangelical Church joined with the Reformed Church and became a part of the 
United Church of Christ.   
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Many of the church families farmed for many generations, most of them 
“truck” farming, raising vegetables and fruit to be sold in St. Louis city.  
Hard work and education was and still is highly valued.   The ties of 
family and community were essential for survival in the early days and 
the basis for complex relationships through the years.  
 
 A new brick church was constructed in 1868.  A school was established.  
The St. Johns Women’s Fellowship was founded in 1860 as 
Frauenverein.   A variety of other organizations have served as gathering 
places for service and friendship.  
 
The twentieth century brought many changes, German was the language 
spoken for many years, and then over time changed to English.  The 
third church building was completed in 1922.  Members participated by 
demolishing the old building and hauling gravel from the Meramec River 
to be used in construction.  Members successfully petitioned to have 
electric lines extended into the community, resulting in the use of electric 
lights in the new building as well as homes and businesses in the area.   
Additions were added in 1955 and 1970.  An adjacent parcel of property, 
known as “The Crossing” was purchased in 2000 and a major renovation 
of the Sanctuary took place in 2009.  The community and congregation 
experienced the transition from rural to suburban, and the membership of 
the congregation increased rapidly and reached a high point in the 
1970’s.    
 
175 years represents many challenges and joys.  Just as with individual lives, there have been times of triumph, trouble, 
sorrow and success in the life of St. Johns.  One thing has remained constant and vital—with deep faith, the hearts and 
hands of the congregation have carried out God’s work.  Worship, prayer and Christian Education, along with mission and 
outreach are the foundation.   
  
The Congregation is deeply committed to responding to God’s infinite love and grace with thanksgiving and by doing work 
in His name and in Her spirit.   The St. Johns family has been blessed with many Pastors, leaders, workers, members and 
friends in the past 175 years.  In 2012 the Congregation called Reverend Stephen Westbrook to be Senior Pastor and 
Teacher.  With joyful hearts and renewed energy the congregation has begun the next growing phase of the church’s life.  
Thanks be to God!  
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