
Immanuels UCC (Holstein) in Marthasville, MO –175 Years 
 

 
How does one sum up 175 years of history in just 

a few pages?  Prior to the 150th Anniversary in 

1989, all of the church history was compiled into 

a book which was published.  The 373-page book 

includes facts, stories, events, remembrances, 

family histories, baptism, confirmation, marriage, 

and death records, and many photos.  Much of the 

following is from that book. 

 

The German Lutheran Church on Charrette was 

organized on February 27, 1839.  Thirty families 

from the community made up the congregation.  

The current congregation includes sixth, seventh, 

and even eighth generation descendants of the 

founding families. 

 

Rev. Herman Garlichs served as the first pastor of 

this new church.  He was instrumental in the for-

mation of seven churches in the area, including the 

very first German Evangelical congregation west 

of the Mississippi at Femme Osage, Missouri, in 

1833.   

 

Three men of the new congregation each donated 

one acre of land on which to build a church.  The 

first log church was built during the winter of 

1839-1840.  The first service was held in the new 

building on February 2, 1840.  After fifteen years 

of worship, the church was destroyed by a fire on 

January 22, 1855.  It was replaced with a brick 

building, holding the first service on November 

26, 1855.  The congregation outgrew the church 

and so a larger church was built in 1883-1884.  

Dedication services were held on October 28, 

1884.  This is the church we still worship in today.   

 

Immanuels has a long history of being involved in 

the wider church and community.  The first resi-

dent pastor, Rev. Joseph Rieger, was active in the 

founding of the Evangelical Seminary at Mar-

thasville.  After the seminary moved to St. Louis, 

Rev. J.J. Mayer was instrumental in the creation of 

the Emmaus Homes. In the early 1980s, the con-

gregation took an active role in the creation of 

Senior Housing apartments in nearby Treloar.  At 

the same time, the Community Lunch Ministry be-

gan; for over 25 years, volunteers have cooked and 

served lunch twice a month for the community.  

Through the years, the congregation has actively 

supported the Festival of Sharing and the local 

food pantry, as well as various mission offerings.  

In 2010, Immanuels began holding a Living Gift 

Market for Heifer International. 

 

In 1874 the church joined the Evangelical Synod 

of North America, eventually changing our name 

to “German Evangelical Immanuels Church of 

Holstein.”  Our name changed again in 1934 when 

the Evangelical Church and the Reformed Church 

joined together to become one.  We were then 

known as Immanuels Evangelical and Reformed 

Church, “E&R.”  One more name change occurred 

in 1957 when the E&R Church joined with the 

Congregational Churches and we became Imman-

uels United Church of Christ. 

 

Eighteen pastors have served Immanuels Church 

throughout the years, along with interim ministers, 

guest pastors, seminary students, and other speak-

ers on various occasions.  Ten children of the con-

gregation accepted the call to be ordained into the 

ministry.  Harvey Kramme came to Immanuels as 

a child in 1947, with his parents, Rev. and Mrs. 

Walter and Helen Kramme.  Rev. Kramme served 

as pastor for twenty years.  Harv followed in his 

father’s footsteps and graduated from Eden Semi-

nary.  He was ordained at Immanuels in 1965 and 

accepted his initial call with the First Congrega-

tional Church in Fort Dodge, Iowa.  Harv is now 

retired and resides in The Villages, Florida.  Rev. 

Ruth Huenefeld Rinne is the only female minister 

from Immanuels UCC.  She was ordained in 1982, 

also at Immanuels.  She served as Chaplain at the 

Emmaus Home at Marthasville, continuing the 
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ministry she and her late husband, Rev. James 

Rinne, chose many years before.  Ruth lives in 

Washington, Missouri and attends services at Im-

manuels whenever she can. 

 

Rev. Jeanne Lischer is the current pastor at Im-

manuels.  She grew up in the St. Louis area and 

has more than twenty years of experience in min-

istry, eight of them at Holstein.  The daughter of 

missionaries, Pastor Jeanne faithfully lifts up the 

wider mission of the church.  Jeanne and her 

daughter Sally live in the parsonage.  Sally is in 

high school.   

 

The Sunday School was organized in 1848, with 

attendance soon rising to 60 or more children and 

four teachers.  Classes were held in the sanctuary 

and basement of the present church.  Discussion of 

an educational building began in 1957.  Additional 

improvements were included in the discussion.  

The improvements plans were approved in Janu-

ary 1963.  A dedication service was held October 

27, 1963, including the laying of a cornerstone.  

This building is still used today for Sunday School 

classes and also houses the church office.  Many, 

many children have attended Sunday School at 

Immanuels through the years, requiring many 

adults to serve as teachers and board members.  

We give thanks for all who volunteered their time 

to teach our children about God, Jesus, and the Bi-

ble. 

 

 
Today the Sunday School sponsors three major 

events each year.  Immanuels works with St. Igna-

tius, the neighboring Catholic parish, to host Va-

cation Bible School in July for children in the 

community.  Sometimes as many as 90 students 

attend our week-long VBS.  Numerous volunteers 

serve as instructors and helpers.  In September, we 

peel and cut up 40-42 bushels of apples and cook 

our famous Holstein Apple Butter. It is then sold 

at the Country Store the first Sunday of October at 

our annual Chicken Dinner.  Anywhere from 800 

to 1000 guests dine with us or purchase carry-out 

dinners.  They come from far and wide to enjoy 

the beautiful setting and fresh air, not to mention 

golden-fried chicken, real mashed potatoes, gravy, 

slaw, corn, green beans, bread and apple butter, 

and dessert.  Plan now to join us on Sunday, Octo-

ber 5! 

 

The first Ladies Aid Society, “Der Frauenverein,” 

was organized in 1895 with 14 charter members.  

They have also been known as the Women’s Guild 

and are currently the Women’s Fellowship.  

Throughout the years, Women’s Fellowship has 

provided support and provisions to various mis-

sions of the church in numerous ways, including 

serving thousands of meals.  Today they provide 

lunch for family and friends after funerals held at 

Immanuels.  It’s their way of helping the grieving 

family in time of sorrow.   There are many other 

projects the ladies take on during the year.   

 

Several members also quilt at the church on Mon-

days.  Family, friends, and strangers from other 

states have their quilts hand-quilted by these tal-

ented and patient women.  Each year three quilts 

are made and donated for fund-raising events: Em-

maus Spring Festival, Immanuels Chicken Dinner, 

and the Festival of Sharing.  Every quilt is stitched 

with love and care.  Imagine the number of stitches 

per quilt and the number of quilts over the years.  

That adds up to a lot of love!   

 

A Young People’s League was organized in 1895.  

Unfortunately, after just a few years it was discon-

tinued.  In 1933 another Young People’s League 

was organized, starting with 41 members.  

Through the years the number of members varied 

as teens grew into adulthood.  The more recent 

Youth Fellowship conducted Easter Sunrise Ser-

vices, cooked and served Easter breakfasts, and 

sponsored annual Memorial Day Turtle Races and 

4th of July Parade and Ice Cream Socials. 

There are many traditions from days gone by that 

we still observe at Immanuels.  Ringing the church 

bells is at the top of the list.  Two new bells were 

installed in the new church in 1884.  They were 
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rung at sunset on Saturday evenings to remind 

everyone to prepare for the Sabbath.  They were 

also rung at sunrise on Sunday, then for Sunday 

School and again for worship.  Now we ring the 

bell a half hour before worship on Sunday morn-

ings, for all worship services, weddings, and fu-

nerals. 

 

The bells were also used to inform the community 

when a member passed away.  When an older per-

son died, the bell rang one time for each year of 

their life, pausing half way through, which indi-

cated that it was an older person.  When a young 

person died, there was no pause.  The bell was also 

tolled for funeral processions to the cemetery.  

This tradition is still honored today. 

 

A second time-honored tradition is beautiful mu-

sic, courtesy of the circa 1906 Hinners pipe organ.  

It was installed in 1909, replacing the organ lo-

cated in the balcony.  The pipe organ was hand-

pumped from 1909 to 1939, when an electric 

blower was installed.  The pump handle still re-

mains should the electricity fail.  Yearly mainte-

nance keeps this instrument in top condition.  The 

organ is registered in the Organ historical Society.  

The Society proclaimed this organ, along with 

nine others in the St. Louis area, to be one of the 

most historically significant and musically im-

portant instruments in America.   

 

Many members of the congregation served as or-

ganists over the years.  Ms. Grace Kersten pro-

vided music for nearly 60 years, playing for wor-

ship services, choirs, weddings, funerals, and Sun-

day School.  Currently Mrs. Linda Painter Earney 

provides organ and piano music for those same 

services, with help from Mrs. MaryRuth Schom-

berg during the year.  We want to thank these three 

ladies for sharing their talents with us, and many 

thanks to all who came before them. 

 

In 2008, chimes were added to the sanctuary.  

Originally in St. Martin’s United Church of Christ 

at Rhineland, the chimes were donated to Imman-

uels UCC by Joann Boemker and her mother, Mrs. 

Verna Schwerdt Boemker.  Joann’s great-grand-

parents were among the founders of St. Martin’s.  

The clear sound of the chimes ring throughout the 

sanctuary and are a wonderful addition to our 

church.  

Adding to the beautiful organ and piano music 

were beautiful voices.  The first notation of choir 

singing was in 1880.  There have been several 

choirs through the years.  Today the choir shares 

special selections for special occasions.  

 
 

In celebration of our 175th birthday, we are sharing 

history and special memories twice a month dur-

ing worship.  A birthday party was held in Febru-

ary, with close to 150 in attendance.  A Confirma-

tion Reunion is scheduled for June 8.  Additional 

activities planned for the summer include an ice 

cream social, cemetery tours, and an evening of 

reminiscing.  Contact the church office for event 

dates (636/932-4646). 

 

Records, facts and figures, and written history are 

wonderful to have.  What has kept Immanuels go-

ing for 175 years is the people who make up our 

congregation.  Close to 10,000 people have been a 

part of our church in one way or another.  Our 

church family is made up of descendants of the 

founding families; men and women who have 

“married in” to the congregation, and those who 

have adopted Immanuels as their church.  We wor-

ship together, work together, laugh and celebrate 

with each other, and share our sorrows.   And we 

eat together!  That’s what churches do, especially 

in the country. 
 

Immanuels United Church of Christ has truly been 

blessed to endure for 175 years.  Thanks be to 

God! 

 

D-28 


