Conference Council Moderator’s Report


Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.   Behold, I will do something new, and it will spring forth.   Are you not aware of it?...Isaiah 43:18-19a
It has been a busy and eventful year…a year of transition, and I believe a year of progress.   As highlighted in acting Conference Minister Allen Fluent’s outstanding report, good things are happening as the result of the efforts of many, many people who love and are committed to the United Church of Christ in all of its settings: local and wider church, Associations and Conference.   
We have been through (and will continue to go through) times that trouble us.   Yet, God continues to bless us morning by morning with new mercies, in new ways, still speaking and doing His new thing.   As a result, we have much to be grateful for: the on-going and all too-often, unnoticed work of our Conference committees, especially the Administration & Finance and Leadership Development Committees; our revitalized outdoor ministries at Shannondale and MoVal and Youth Ministry; a renewed engagement of our Covenanted Ministries; a combined Conference budget that is forecast to be balanced for the first time in 12 years; a Conference-wide dialogue that began with the Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree during her time as acting Conference Minister, continued with Allen Fluent, Jan Aerie, Minister of Strategic Innovation and Rev. Dale Parsons, Associate Conference Minister and carried on still further by our Vision Team, under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Paul Koch and the expert guidance of Rev. Dr. Richard Hamm.   We are talking to and listening to each other in many ways that we haven’t done before.   For many of us this is a new thing, and I think that we are and will be the better for it as we speak to who are and who we called to be as a people of God in Church of Jesus Christ.   
As with the Conference as a whole, our Designated Conference Minister Search Committee, co-chaired by Rev. Dr. David Mehl and Rev. Laura Mignerone, is tuned in and is the beneficiary of these dialogues.   The DCM Search Team has the awesome responsibility of assembling and issuing the Conference profile (who we are & what we envision) and position description (of our DCM).   These documents will inform and, in many ways, influence the entire search process.    We are grateful for the Search Team’s
dedication and commitment to the future of the Missouri Mid-South Conference.

The Council conducts much of its business through four (4) Standing Committees:  Leadership Development with Laura Dierburg Ayers and Joyce Bathke as chair and co-chair persons, respectively; Finance and Administration with Dannie Burk as chairperson; Local Church Ministry, Mauri Peaco, chairperson; and Wider Church Ministry, Cindy Moeller, chairperson.  Council committees were staffed by Associate Conference Minister Rev. Dale Parson, Jan Aerie, Minister of Strategic Innovation and acting Conference Minister, Rev. Allen Fluent.  Committee accomplishments are outlined in the Committee reports included herein (Section C). 
I want to express my gratitude to acting Conference Minister, Allen Fluent, ACM Dale Parson, Jan Aerie and the Conference  Office Staff (Renee Cordes, Lorraine Brooks and
Colleen Bender) and to each member of this year’s Conference Council (see Section C

for names of each Council member and their Association; please join me during your time at this year’s Conference Annual Gathering to say to them “Hello and Thank You!!!” for their service to the Conference).  
I would be remiss without expressing my special appreciation for the steadfast support of the Conference Council’s Executive Committee:
Mrs. Joyce Bathke, Vice Moderator, 

Mrs. Judi Privitt, Secretary; 

Rev. Ken Ulmer, Treasurer; 

Rev. Dr. Allen Fluent, Acting Conference Minister (ex officio).

It has been my distinct and genuine pleasure serving with each of them!!!   Joyce Bathke (Moderator, elect) will be our 2014/15 – 2015/16 Conference Moderator.   I know that you will extend to her every confidence and support that you have shared with me.
I would also like to express my sincere appreciation to Dale Parsons, Renee Cordes and the entire Conference Annual Gathering Planning Committee.  This year’s CAG will have a new “feel” about it from the selection of the site, to the emphasis on family and fellowship, to Friday evening’s dinner when we will celebrate pastor and church recognitions.   I am especially pleased and excited that we are joined by UCC General Minister and President, The Reverend Geoffrey Black, in an entire day of conversations, presentations and worship.    Rev. Black is a long-time friend and schoolmate and an advocate and supporter when I (and the Conference) most needed him to be.  I am forever grateful for his mentoring and guidance during my tenure as Conference Moderator.
Have a fantastic Annul Gathering!!
God Bless and Thank you, All!!!

Wesley D. Hurt 

Conference Moderator
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