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The Youth Ministry Team is comprised of Pastors, Youth Directors, Christian 
Educators, and Lay Leaders who are active in youth ministry in the Conference.  We 
gather once a month to plan youth ministry events, fellowship, and provide 
resources and encouragement to one another.   
 
Twenty youth and adults from the MMS Conference attended the Regional Youth 
Event (RYE).  Churches that sent groups were: Zion UCC in Union, Central UCC in 
Jefferson City, Columbia UCC in Columbia, St. Peter’s UCC in Washington, and 
Evangelical UCC in Boonville.  The entire event received positive feedback, including 
the travel to and from the event.  The times of worship at RYE included storytelling 
and music by Andra Moran.  Andra was our guest at the Conference Youth Event in 
2013.  The adults also reported that an honest and true community formed among 
our group.  It was also great to see youth from various conferences helping to lead 
worship. 
 
In November the Conference Middle School Event was held at Camp MoVal.  Alysha 
Petry and Cathy Pettibone provided the leadership for this event with the help of 
many other adult leaders.  The drumming group Sheltered Reality provided a 
message of stepping outside our comfort zones, as well as provided opportunities 
for each person to try something new. 
 
The Conference Youth Event, our retreat for High School youth, was held February 
14-16 at Camp MoVal.  Leadership for this event is primarily provided by a youth 
planning team with the assistance some very dedicated leaders.  Rev. Paul Koch, Jeff 
Mignerone, and Cindy Birkner once again provided the support to our youth this 
year.  Rev. Dr. Ric Zuch was the guest speaker and shared his gifts of storytelling.  
Snowy weather cut the weekend short, but everyone arrived home safely and with 
many memories to share. 
  
The Youth Ministry Team is eager to make connections with youth leaders and 
supporters in each congregation.  We are continually looking to add contacts to our 
email list and our meetings are open for anyone to attend.  We hope to see more 
youth find their voice and connection within the Conference in the coming year. 
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