
Missouri Mid-South Conference, United Church of Christ 
Conference Council Meeting Minutes 

Saturday, January 12, 2013    
 

Present:  Cindy Moeller, Rev. Steve Bucholz, Connie Brooks, Jeff Fulk, Mike McKee,  Rev. Marc Wessels, Wes 
Hurt, Judi Privitt, Ken Ulmer, Dannie Burk, Rev. Don Frandsen, Rev. Mark Roberts, Mary Lou Datema, Rev. Dale 
Parson, Rev. Jeff Whitman, Laura Dierberg Ayers, Linda Stenger, Rhonda Stockglausner, Les Kemp, Jack 
Wendleton, Rev. Andy Mockridge, Gus Elia, Laura Mignerone, Joyce Bathke, Rev. Alan Gatewood 

Absent: Jacquelyne Tyler, Jeffrey Cundiff,  Mauri Peaco, Ron Wendle 

Call to Order 

Wes called the meeting to order at 9:40 AM 

Dale Parson led us in opening devotion. 

Approval of Minutes – Cindy motioned to accept the minutes from our October meeting, second by Joyce.  
Motion carries. 

Treasurer’s Report –Ken Ulmer 

Ken Ulmer presented the summary report as well as the results of the independent auditors’ report from Botz 
Deal and Company. A copy of this report is on file with Judi Privitt (Conference Secretary)  

1) As noted in the opinion letter, our audit has six notes, but Ken reported that we have a fairly clean 
audit.   There are some accounting activities that we need to improve on, and Finance and 
Administration Committee will look at these recommendations for future reporting.   

2) Ken then reviewed the Nov. 30th statement (sent in a previous e-mail).   This report includes two new 
reports:  Fund Accounts Summary and Fund Accounts Sorted by Steward.  Ken stated again how 
important it is for the Conference to get on target with our income forecasts.  

3)  Mike McKee expressed a concern about listing of stewards of different accounts – emphasized that 
council needs to devise a policy regarding the expenditure of these accounts, and the importance of 
having an accountable process reporting back to the parent body (Council).  Finance and Administration 
will establish a policy for spending of any of these funds, for approval by Council.    He also reminded 
us that Conference Council is the trustee of all of the funds of the Conference.  Stewards can think 
about how they spend it, but Council has the final approval for spending funds. A brief discussion 
followed regarding the Conference Emergency Funds. 
 
Connie reminded us of the motion (and approval) made at the April 12th meeting .  Wes feels like if it 
was a formal, approved motion that we need to act on it.  Wes suggested that we talk about scheduling 
that meeting (if necessary) after Fin & Admin meets during lunch. 
 
Wes publicly thanked those that helped author the fund account letter that was sent out to all 
Missouri Mid-South Conference churches this fall.  We feel that congregations are satisfied with the 
information presented in the funds account letter. 
 



Dannie made a motion to accept the November financial report, subject to audit.  Motion 
carried. 
 

Conference Minister’s Report – see written report 

1) Laura Errante has resigned, and Ken Ulmer assisted Jeff Whitman in securing Lorraine Brooks as 
a temporary replacement.  This is a temporary solution – it may be June or September until 
decisions will be made regarding how covering our accounting services are addressed.   

2) Dr. Richard Hamm will be here on January 26th to discuss conference visioning programs with the 
Conference Council.  If the Council votes to hire Dr. Hamm, his fees/services can be paid for from 
Strengthen the Church funds.   

3) Jeff submitted his official, written sabbatical request.  Wes requested that we submit a motion 
on this after lunch. 

4) Housing Request forms for 2013 were submitted for Marc Wessels, Dale Parson and Jeff 
Whitman.  Ken moved that the designated written amounts are accepted as their housing 
allowance for 2013.  Dannie seconded.  Motion carried. 

 Shannondale Carbon Credit Program 

Mike McKee reported that the Shannondale Carbon Credit Project continues to move forward.  We are at a 
point where we’re poised to execute the main contract, which will put us on track to receive carbon credits.  
Since Mike has not received the Project Implementation Agreement (PIG), he doesn’t have a specific motion 
for approval today.  If the necessary legal documents arrive prior to the 26th, a formal motion could be 
offered at that meeting.  Mike will e-mail all related documents to Conference Council members (Judi Privitt 
will keep an electronic copy on file).  Discussion followed regarding carbon credits, insuring the forest and our 
responsibilities regarding liability are addressed. 

Wes thanked Mike for the time and effort that he has put into this project to date. 

 Committee Meetings were held during lunch. 

Standing Committee Reports 

Wider Church Ministry Committee – reported by Cindy Moeller 

•  Jeremy Force reported that Bill Cruell (long-time maintenance employee at Camp Mo-Val) has stepped 
down from that position.  A celebration of his time at Mo-Val is being planned.  Mo-Val is currently 
closed down.  Jeremy is considering a 9 month rotation schedule. 

• Cindy presented a proposal for a Covenanted Ministry for Shannondale Ministries (out of 
Committee). Steve seconded.  Laura noted some verb tense changes.  Motion carried. 

• Shannondale covenanted ministry will meet next Saturday from 10-2.  
Finance and Administration Committee Report – Dannie Burk 

•  Dannie shared with Council a copy of the proposed changes to the Conference By-Laws.  Dannie stated 
the reason for this change:   A completeness review .vs. audit will save the Conference money.  When 
Council feels that there is a need for a full blown audit, then it will be put into the budget.  Wes also 
requested that this information be forwarded to the By-Laws Revision Committee.   Any comments 
related to this should be sent to Laura Dierberg Ayers or Joyce Bathke (co-chairs). 



• In anticipation of future funding problems, Conference Council might need to think about making some 
decisions regarding churches that are not contributing to OCWM.  Do we want to consider going to a 
fee for service initiative?  It is something that Council members need to think about, not up for a 
decision today.   

• Dannie provided a written draft (out of Committee) of a Policy for Introducing New Business at the 
CAG.   Les commented that Finance and Administration Committee looked at various associations and 
other resources for guidance in developing this policy.  Discussion followed. 

Modification to proposal (first bulleted statement):  New Business items will be considered for place on 
the CAG agenda if they are supported by at least three church congregations from two of the three 
associations (three churches total).   Motion carried with above noted modification. 

• Sabbatical Request for Jeff Whitman (coming out of Committee).  Wes asked that Jeff, Marc, Dale, 
Jeremy and Jeff retire to the Library so that Council can enter closed session, which they did. 

The Sabbatical proposal has two components.   

1) Honoring request for sabbatical as stated.  Dannie motion to accept as written.  Steve 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

2) Sabbatical Replacement:  Steve motioned that Jack Seville should serve as the Sabbatical 
Replacement (as stated in Jeff’s proposal).  Rhonda seconded.  Division of the House was 
requested.  Hand vote, 14 yes, 4 no, 0 abstentions.  Motion carried. 

Leadership Development – Laura Dierberg Ayers 

• Conference Deacons Program continues to grow, but we could recruit more.  Joyce has agreed to lead 
this charge, and she is considering creating a You Tube video and/or other marketing possibilities. 

• Leadership Committee will be securing nominations for Conference Council 2013-14.  Laura reminded 
Council that applications will be available in E-Courier and on the Conference website.  She also 
reminded Council that a nomination does not secure a position on the Conference Council, and they will 
strive to maintain balance among the three associations as they secure nominations.   

• Update on By-Laws Review Task Group -   Each Association has an opportunity to present someone to 
join this group.  Laura reminded us that it is a living document, so specific particulars will be flushed 
out in policies.  Bob Atkinson (Western) and Chris Ross (Eastern) have agreed to serve.  STL 
Association rep to follow. 

Local Church Committee – Judi Privitt   

•  Marc Wessels reported on Mission 4/1 Earth – Committee will meet next Tuesday in Cuba, MO.  Jeremy, 
Jeff and Marc will meet with others to discuss what the Shannondale kickoff event will look like.    Check 
out the website for ideas that can be done to help with this initiative (www.ucc.org/earth). Marc is 
available to help any church in the Association, if needed.  

• Marc reported that CYE will take place in February at Mo-Val, and Andra Moran will be the keynote. 
• Jazz Nativity Update:  There were three performances, on Dec. 8 & 9 in STL and December 15th in KC.  

Approximately 850 were in attendance in STL and 150 responded to survey.  KC had approximately 325 in 
attendance, and 70 responded to the survey.  Marc felt that response was very positive, and wanted to 
remind all that the Conference helped offset the cost for the Jazz Nativity.    

• Discussion of Peace and Justice Witness Covenanted Ministry - Jacqueline Tyler is current chair of this 
committee.  Linda will check with Paul Osgood to see if he would be willing to co-chair this covenanted 
ministry.   Linda will then report back to Marc regarding Paul’s decision.   

http://www.ucc.org/earth


Other Business -- Connie requested that there be time dedicated at our April meeting (per Ken), regarding 
Conference Council’s strategies for the future, not just budgetary considerations. 

New Business - Don made a motion that the Conference Council April 13th meeting be held in 
Shannondale.  Jack seconded.  Motion carried. 

Mission 4/1 kick-off event will be Saturday afternoon, following Conference Council meeting. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 3:40 PM 

 


