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The Youth Ministry Team is comprised of Pastors, Youth Directors, Christian 
Educators, and Lay Leaders who are active in youth ministry in the Conference.  We 
gather once a month to plan youth ministry events, fellowship, and provide 
resources and encouragement to one another.  In the past year the team continues 
to grow and strengthen the commitment to youth ministry at the Conference level. 
 
We started the new school year by meeting with members of the Conference staff to 
learn how we could support and partner with the staff to strengthen Conference 
wide youth ministry efforts.  This meeting sparked great excitement from both sides 
and laid the foundation for a great start to the new school year. 
 
Upon learning that leadership and attendance for our annual Regional Youth Event 
was very unsure, the team decided to ask to join the Great Lakes Region for their 
Youth Event.  They were happy to have the Missouri MidSouth Conference join.  Jeff 
Mignerone volunteered to serve on the planning team for the event.  RYE will be 
held this coming July 10-13.  A bus has been charter and will be shared with the 
Illinois South Conference. 
 
In November the Conference Middle School Event was held at Camp MoVal.  Alysha 
Petry and Cathy Pettibone provided the leadership for this event with the help of 
many other adult leaders.  The keynote speaker was Jordan Connell of Team 314.  
Jordan shared with the middle school youth his faith journey as well as his journey 
of running across the United States. 
 
The Conference Youth Event, our retreat for High School youth, was held February 
15-17 at Camp MoVal.  Leadership for this event is primarily provided by a youth 
planning team with the assistance some very dedicated leaders.  Rev. Paul Koch, Jeff 
Mignerone, and Cindy Birkner provided the support to our youth this year.  The 
weekend was a great balance of fun and fellowship along with workshops, worship, 
personal reflections, and a few very cold camp fires. 
 
At this year’s Conference Annual Gathering we have helped facilitate a gathering 
time for youth in attendance as well as sponsored the Youth Steward program.  Our 
goal is to see youth actively participating in all levels of Conference ministry.  While 
program specific to youth is an important part of the Conference, a well rounded 
youth ministry must include intergenerational gatherings for all ages to be together 
as the Church. 
 
The Youth Ministry Team is eager to make connections with youth leaders and 
supporters in each congregation.  We are continually looking to add contacts to our 
email list and our meetings are open for anyone to attend.  We hope to see more 
youth find their voice and connection within the Conference in the coming year. 
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