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Neighborhood Houses:  A Century of Service 

 

eighborhood Houses was born as a project of the German Evangelical pastors of St. 
Louis, who wished to minister to the needs of people lacking faith, housing and 
recreation while “fighting a losing battle against poverty, disease, and crime.”  With the 

help of students from Eden Theological Seminary and the deaconesses at Deaconess Hospital, 
they started Good Shepherd Center in 1913.  Programs included a Sunday school, a boys’ club, a 
girls’ sewing class, women’s fellowship and the first Vacation Bible School in the area. By 1918 
rented space could not contain the growing ministries.  A donation of property allowed Caroline 
Mission to be born. Then, as now, the largest number of people served was children. By the 
time of the Great Depression, the mission was being used by 2000 people a week. 

By the 1940s, the church (now known as Evangelical and Reformed) expanded their 
efforts with the founding of Fellowship Center, a settlement house at 9th and Tyler.  For over 50 
years, Fellowship Center served the neighborhood’s needs for housing, food, recreation and 
child care.  Through the years, the missions took on such projects as starting a credit union and 
building playgrounds.  

In 1950, Rev. Lou Huber, an influential figure in the history of Neighborhood Houses, 
became director of Fellowship Center. His deep love for the people of St. Louis and eloquence 
about the mission guided many people over the years to follow in his footsteps and minister to 
the needs of others.  In 1962, the two centers were incorporated as “The Board for Inner-City 
Mission of the United Church of Christ in Metropolitan St. Louis.”  

By the 1970s, these ministries, known as Neighborhood Houses, grew to include the 
Family of Man Day Care Center, Plymouth House, St. James Center and Dignity House. Along 
the way, they formed partnerships with groups like the George Warren Brown School of Social 
Work at Washington University. 

As time went on, however, the work of Neighborhood Houses depended less on the 
centers and more on portable programs that could go to the places where families lived and 
worked.  Today, Neighborhood Houses provides affordable, high-quality 
early childhood education programs at Caroline Mission, after school 
programs in 13 St. Louis City public elementary schools, and a support and 
education program for teen mothers.  Neighborhood Houses is the largest 
provider of free after school programs for St. Louis Public Schools and 
serves more than 1,000 children and family members each day.  These 
programs are possible due to the dedication and caring of the countless 
staff, volunteers, and supporters of Neighborhood Houses over these past 
100 years. 
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