
Workshop Descriptions 
 

 

Workshop I:  “Ferguson and Faith” - hosted by Leah Gunning Francis 
 

Location:  The Polo Room 
Come and hear some of the clergy stories from Ferguson, and the ways in which people of faith 

supported the young leaders that emerged out of this movement for racial justice.  In this workshop, we 

will consider some of the key learnings for the church and reconsider ways of doing justice, loving mercy 

and walking humbly with God that might move us closer toward a future filled with hope.  

 

 

Workshop II:  “Race Talk: Finding Our Voices, Facing Our Fears” - hosted 

by Leon Sharpe 
 

Location:  The Truman Room 
Racial polarization, hostility, and injustice are among the most difficult challenges of our time. To 

address these challenges effectively, we must engage in deep and meaningful conversation across racial 

barriers as well as within our own racial groups. Yet, race is a subject many people would prefer not to 

even discuss. Participants in this session will work together to explore key questions regarding the 

obstacles to gaining greater racial understanding: How can I better support members of my church, my 

family, and my community in addressing matters of race? How can I help people work through feelings 

of guilt, shame, anger, discomfort, and fear so as to confront racism with empathy and intelligence? 

How can I better understand my own mixed emotions? The goal is for people to leave this session with 

greater clarity, confidence, and willingness to engage in authentic racial dialogue. 

 

 

Workshop III:  “African American Voices From Around Our Conference” 
- Panel Discussion 
 

Location:  Parliament III Room 
African American clergy and laity within our Conference will offer a panel discussion about their 
experiences as African Americans.  The workshop will allow time for dialogue between panel members 
and workshop participants.   
 

Panelists:   
Mr. Chris Logan - Member in Discernment, Peace Christian Church UCC, Kansas City, MO 

Rev. Dr. Howard Vernon - Pastor, St. Mark’s Union Church UCC, Kansas City, MO  

Ms. Sonya Vann - Member in Discernment, Christ the King UCC, Florissant, MO 

 
NOTE:  Workshops will begin at 1:30 pm on Friday, June 5, and will be approximately one 

hour in length.  Each workshop will be repeated three (3) times.   
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