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During 2014 the OCWM Covenanted Ministry revised their charter, restated the purpose of the Covenanted 

Ministry and developed approaches to enhance contributions to Our Churches Wider Mission and special 

offerings. The purpose statement is: The conference covenanted ministry for interpretation and promotion of 

OCWM will encourage the financial support of Our Churches Wider Mission - Basic Support in addition to 

participation in the four special offerings of the UCC by local churches of the Missouri Mid-South Conference. 

In pursuit of that goal we want to embrace the stories we have to tell – stories of Christ at work through the 

churches and institutions of our Missouri Mid-South Conference. We are small congregations, meeting the 

need of city and country. And we are large – all of us different yet remarkably similar. Christ has called us to 

work where we are, where people are hurting and seeking others to walk the journey with them. The OCWM 

Covenanted Ministry is excited to tell the stories – so many stories of faithful ministry. 

In the midst of these many stories, our Missouri Mid-South Conference is the link that connects us, to each 

other, the wider church and to the resources we need to be healthy. MoVal and Shannondale are amazing 

spiritual centers. Our institutions carry on ministries we cannot do by ourselves.  The wider church helps us 

reach out to the whole world while informing and helping us in our local ministries. Through our connection, 

we are larger than we are by ourselves; we are a part of the body of Christ. We connect to each other in a 

wonderful process that informs and changes us as we help to change the world. 

Your Covenanted Ministry is excited about Our Church’s Wider Mission. While charged with the challenge of 

finances, we believe support comes when people know the stories we tell from our connections. To that end, 

we have spent much of our energy thinking about how to gather and share the amazing work that we do. We 

want to be ready to work alongside of a new Conference Minister and the visions for the future that continue 

to pull us – the United Church of Christ. 

We are working with our office staff to communicate.  And we are working to encourage pastors and leaders 

to tell us about the exciting work they are doing. A congregation’s work is not just their work, it is ours. We 

learn not just from seminaries and camps and opportunities of the wider church, but we learn from each 

other. Renee needs your stories to excite us through eCourier and Facebook and Twitter. Help us by 

circulating the eCourier to your members. Help us by writing up a short story of a special program at your 

church and sending it to the office. “Like” us on Facebook. 

The finances of the conference have been growing in the last two years. Our budget for the future is 

challenging congregations and individuals to share in the story through their giving to OCWM. In order to meet 

the vision, OCWM Covenanted Ministry will challenge congregations and individuals to make gifts. Perhaps 

you, like others of us, would like to take the $20,000 Challenge. Make a special gift, beyond your local church 

giving, to support our Missouri Mid-South Conference as we work, grow and connect to one another. 
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