
Communications Covenanted Ministry    May 9, 2017 
 

Present:  Bob Atkinson, Linda Stenger, Carole Barner, Laura Mignerone, Rick Oberle, 

Cherie Stolze and Nia Chandler.   
 

Rick thanked Nia for setting up this meeting, as he had a logistical challenge getting to 

that point.  He expressed that he and Nia have been very focused on CAG, so they have 

not had a chance to do much CCM work; but Nia has stayed on top of CCM 

responsibilities.  We all agreed that Nia is a wonderful asset to our Conference!   
 

Three agenda items for today:   

 Discuss the status of the e-Courier 

 Details around CAG and our CCM presence there 

 Conference website development 
 

E-Courier:  We began to transition to CCM working on this before Renee left; now it is 

landing fully in our laps.  Nia is going to coordinate it for the next 90 days; and she will 

be training others to take it over after her.  Nia will be transitioning the e-Courier to a 

Newsletter format in a downloadable pdf so it can be printed and shared.  We will 

continue to offer it twice each month, on Tuesdays so articles can be shared in church 

newsletters on Sunday.  She is looking for volunteers to help.  (Carole and Cherie may 

be possibilities.  Cherie agreed to help in July-September.)   
 

E-Happenings:  The e-happenings will not be sent out, but will be an ongoing item on 

the Conference website.  Articles will be submitted by using a form on the website, and 

Nia will receive and post them.  There will be a link in every e-Courier to send folks to 

the e-Happenings page on our website; but there will be no other notifications about 

updated e-Happenings. 
 

We currently do not have the capability to display submitted graphics (event flyers) on 

our website.  Upgrading our website would cost an additional $200/year.  We all agreed 

that this small amount would be money well spent, and well within our CCM budget.   

We authorized Nia to go ahead and upgrade as needed.   
 

Social Media Literacy:  Rick talked about the need to publicize our Social Media 

accounts to our churches and clergy; and help them understand what they need to do to 

have MMS items pop up more frequently in their news feed.  This is also applicable to 

the local churches; how do we educate our people to enable UCC social media posts to 

pop up more frequently?  Laura will look into options for Social Media Literacy 

Education.  Nia asked if Laura could put together a short video tutorial that could be 

posted on the CCM landing page.  Laura will consider this.      



CAG: Rick reviewed the basics about CAG and talked about the Covenanted Ministries 

Fair to be held Thursday afternoon from 4:00-5:30pm.  All of the Covenanted Ministries 

will be participating in an “open house” where people can come to their table for 

information and edification.  We will have a table in the display area, and we discussed 

what to feature at our table. 
 

Carole, Linda, Bob and Laura will be able to be present at the CCM table at CAG.  Bob 

will bring the ATT connection box and will offer tutorials about how smaller churches 

can get connected to the internet using this device.  Laura and Carole will talk about 

social media and website development and how churches can remain in contact using 

Social Media.  Laura will focus on Social Media Literacy.  Linda will discuss the e-

Courier with people, and help evaluate what people would like to see in an e-Courier 

on an ongoing basis, and what content would be most helpful for them. 
 

Bob, Carole and Laura will send ideas to Rick for him to put together on a one-sheet 

takeaway that people can use for better communications.  Rick will collaborate with 

Linda on e-Courier evaluation prompt questions.    
 

Nia will be live-posting to the MMS website using a special camera she has during the 

event.  We hope to livestream aspects of CAG as well.  Nia has special cameras and 

mics for the event; Bob has some too and will bring them.  
 

Rick talked about Youth at CAG.  Jay Burbridge will be working with the youth 

Thursday and Friday.  Rick encouraged us to get youth registered.   
 

Laura suggested a hashtag for CAG, and a social media challenge; like a “Flat Stanley” 

challenge- take pictures of various things and post them on Social Media for CAG 

participants.    
 

Website:  we looked at the CCM landing page and, with a few tweaks, hope to go live 

at CAG.  Carole has a wonderful video that she shared with Rick a few years ago that 

we hope to utilize in the feature video spot; it is all about dreaming what the 

possibilities for Communications could be.  Bob will supply Nia with his video tutorial 

about the ATT connection box and how churches can utilize this for internet capability; 

Laura will supply Nia with a tutorial video about Social Media Literacy.  Nia will post 

these in a special “tutorial” spot on the landing page.  We hope to make more of these 

tutorials in the near future to feature here, too. 
 

Laura closed the meeting with a prayer.   
 

Next Meeting:  June 6 at 1:00pm     

 


