
“I thank the Missouri Mid-South Conference, its members and friends, for the love, kindness and 

support shown me these last twenty years.”   

These words begin the “ending an authorized ministry” liturgy from the United Church of Christ Book of 

Worship.  These words have been echoing through heart and mind as I have pondered the gatherings 

that provided opportunities to say farewell and bring to a close my time with the Conference.  It has 

been heart-warming to read again the many cards and expressions of love and support.  The 

photographs and videos are wonderful reminders of the occasion.  The many gifts give witness to the 

generosity and graciousness of individuals and congregations with whom I have shared in ministry.   

 

“I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.”  

 Of course, there have been times of challenge and struggle along the journey.  Looking back over the 

years, it is easy enough to recall those moments when one might say, “I wish that I had done that 

differently.”  There have been moments with congregations and colleagues in which the right word was 

not to be found, a congregational dynamic not identified, a resource not as helpful.  Ministry it seems is 

like life:  providing a constant reminder of our humanity, our imperfection, our shortcomings. 

 

“I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been accepted.” 

It has been my good fortune and pleasure to share in ministry with some of the finest and most faithful 

individuals in the Church!  I hope that these relationships have been characterized by mutual respect, 

collaboration, careful listening and love.   

 

“As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here.” 

You have indeed become a part of the fiber and fabric of my life!  In taking leave, there is a deep 

awareness of how connected and interwoven conference ministry can become.  The weaving together 

of relationships does not end but is re-defined.  I have learned from some of the finest mentors and 

colleagues.  I have learned that ministry does not end at retirement but rather transforms into new 

paths of service.  I have learned that leave-taking is not easy!  Indeed, I have yet to learn what the next 

chapter of my life will become—this “third-third” of life. 

 

To all of you have become a part of the tapestry of my life, thank you.   

 

 

 


